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Peter Marchbank writes:

‘The brief to the composer was to write “a jolly starter” for a concert and, in this respect, he succeeded
admirably. The orchestra was made up of local amateurs and music teachers, stiffened at concerts by
students from various London conservatoires, so the writing is not technically demanding. The Overture is
in sonata form with the opening theme being based on a rhythmic motto that pervades much of the work.
The second subject is a long lyrical melody, which, in the development, is given to the violas and is marked
con amore. This caused some consternation during rehearsals for the first performance, since the two elderly
gentlemen who occupied the front desk had never had to cope with such an instruction before. The work
was well received by the audience and was repeated in May 1968.’

The piece features as the first track on John Ireland: Orchestral songs and miniatures, 2010, Dutton
Vocalion http://www.duttonvocalion.co.uk/proddetail.php?prod=CDLX7246

(BBC Concert Orchestra, Conductor: John Wilson; Date of Recording: 14/07/2009;
Venue: The Colosseum, Town Hall, Watford; Length: 11 Minutes 21 Secs).

Full score and parts are available for hire; please contact the publisher through www.patranchell.info

Computer set in 2009 by John Gwinnell
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
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
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Cor 4 A      

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Tr. 1 A I I   
  .


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
   I I

Tr. 2 A I I   

 R.


.
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
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E
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
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Fl. 1 A I I .


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 
. .

.


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.



. .

.

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Fl. 2 A I I .


. . .



. .

.


. .

.



. . .


   I

Ob. 1 A I I  . . .
 
.
. 
.  . .

.  . 
. . I .  .  Q     

Ob. 2 A I 

 


    


.
   .


  .


  .


  .


  


  I

Clar. 1 A
SS    


.  .  



 


. . .


. .

.


. . 
.

 
. . 
.

 .
 .        .  . R Q   R  

Clar. 2 A
SS I .


  


 


. . .

 
. . 
.

 . . 
.
 . 
. .

 .  .        

  

Fag. 1
E I .


 .


 .

  I I I I

Fag. 2
E I

.
 

.

  .

  I I I I

Cor 1 A .


 .

 

 




 

 

  I I 


 

 

  


 

 


 

Cor 2 A .


 .

 

R 




 

 

   I I 

 

 

  


 

 


 

Cor 3 A I

  


 


. I I 


 


 


  Q


 


 


 

Cor 4 A I

 


 



 




   I


 


 





 
  

  





Tr. 1 A   
  


.


   I I I I

Tr. 2 A  


 


.


   I I I I

Ten. Tbn. 1
E Q R 


 R
 I I I I I

Ten. Tbn. 2
E  Q

  I I I I I

Bass Tbn.
E  Q

.
 I I I I I

Tuba
E I I I I I I

Perc G I I     I I

Timp
E I I B 










 I I

Vln. 1 A   






.  .  .



 R( )


.
 

.

  











 I

Vln. 2 A
  

 
 


.  .  .



 


.


.
  











 I

Vla. C Q R 
 R


 .

 
.
  .







.


       

I I

Vcl (unis)
E  Q

  
.R

        






Q






Cb
E
     R  I I I I





 

 

  

 

 

 





 

 







triangle

ossia glock





pizz



pizz

pizz


(pizz) arco pizz

 
(pizz) (pizz)
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Fl. 1 A    .


.



. . .



. . .



. . .



. . .  .  


 




   I

Fl. 2 A I .


 
.
. .


. . .



. . .



. . .  .  
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
 . .  

Clar. 1 A
SS    





 


  .

  Q.
 

.
 

. .
  .


 

  .
 

R.

 
. .

 

Clar. 2 A
SS    




 

  .

 
R.
 

.
 

Q. .
 

.

 
R.
 

R.
 

.

 
. .

 

Fag. 1
E  








 

 .

 
.   I

Q.
  Q.


 Q.


Q.
  Q. . 

Q

Q.
  

Fag. 2
E    




 

 .

 
.   I I .


  


.

 

Cor 1 A    


  


.

  I I I I

Cor 2 A I  . . .  I I I I

Cor 3 A  
 




 

.
   I I I I

Cor 4 A I 
 


R. . .

 I I I I

Tr. 1 A  .

   . . .  I I Q


 

  
.
   I

Tr. 2 A 
.
    . . .  I I I I

Ten. Tbn. 1
E I 

  .

.

  I I I

Ten. Tbn. 2
E I 

  .


.
  I I I

Bass Tbn.
E I 

 

. . .  I I I I

Tuba
E I 

 


. . .
 I I I I

Perc G I I I I I I

Timp
E   . I I I I I

Vln. 1 A  R   

 





 

.

       R

 

R( )

 

. .



 R   


 

 Q 



 R R 

Vln. 2 A     
 






 

.
   R    Q


 R

 R. .  


 R   

     R  

   

Vla. C    

  




 

.
  

    
  


 

. .  

    


    R

 

   

Vcl (unis)
E   R  

  



 



.
   

Q
 


 

Q. .
 R

    


  Q R   R


 R  

Cb
E
    




 
 .


  I I I I

 cresc  

 cresc  

 cresc 





 cresc 





cresc  

cresc  

cresc   

cresc   

cresc 
OPEN



cresc









 



(cup mute)









  change to straight mute

 

 







cresc 



 

pizz
arco



cresc 



 

pizz arco



cresc 



 

pizz



arco

cresc    

pizz



arco

arco

 cresc 


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Fl. 1 A    





 

  .


Q  .

  Q 


Q        I I

Fl. 2 A    




 



  .


Q .
   Q 


Q        I I

Ob. 1 A  
 




 

   .
   .   I I I

Ob. 2 A    



 


R .


  .

   I I I

Clar. 1 A
SS    





 

  .



Q  .

  I    



 R


. Q.



Clar. 2 A
SS  

  
  

 R .
 

Q R .
  I   

Q

R




Q. .



Fag. 1
E  

 



 


 .

   
 


       


  
 I

Fag. 2
E    




 


R .


  

 


       


  
 I

Cor 1 A    




 


. . .  . . .   I . .   I

Cor 2 A  
 



  


R. . .  . . .   I . .   I

Cor 3 A  
 




 


. . .

 Q. . .   I Q. .   I

Cor 4 A  
 




 


. . .


Q. . .

  I R. .
  I

Tr. 1 A I  . . .  Q. . .   I Q. .   
R. . .



Tr. 2 A I  . . .  Q. . .   .Q   I  Q. . . 

Ten. Tbn. 1
E I I

Q  
  I I I

Ten. Tbn. 2
E I I      I I I

Bass Tbn.
E I I      I I I

Tuba
E I I I     R.

    I

Perc G I I   I I I

Timp
E   . I I I I I

Vln. 1 A
    


 





 

.

  
.

  


 I  R Q
.Q 

Vln. 2 A R    
 




 


R.
  

.
  


 I  R Q

.Q 

Vla. C 
 R  


 




 


.
  

.
   


    R    Q 

Vcl (unis)
E Q

   

 




 


.
   Q.


 


R  I   


 

Cb
E
    




 


.


  Q.


  R  I I   

 cresc  

D

 cresc  

 cresc 

 

 cresc 

 

 cresc
 


cresc

 


cresc   

 cresc   

 cresc 





 

 cresc 





 

 cresc  







 cresc 












     







(straight mute)

     

  



  



  


  

Slung cymbal
soft stick



cresc 

 



pizz



arco sost.

cresc 

 



pizz



arco sost.

cresc 

 
pizz





   

 (pizz)



cresc  
 R

pizz div



(pizz)



cresc

(arco)

 





pizz

 D

(pizz)


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Fl. 1 A Q. .   I Q. .  .


. .  .


I I I

Fl. 2 A . .   I
Q. .


.

. .


.
 I I I

Ob. 1 A I I I . . .
 Q. . .  I I

Ob. 2 A I I I I I I

Clar. 1 A
SS   


.

  . .

I I I I I

Clar. 2 A
SS  



.

 . .

I I I I I

Fag. 1
E I . .   I

.
 

.
  





R

 

Fag. 2
E I R. .   I 


 Q  

 
R
  

R
  

Cor 1 A I I I I .        .       

Cor 2 A I I I I I I

Cor 3 A I I I I I I

Cor 4 A I I I I I I

Tr. 1 A I   .


. Q .  I I .  . . . . . . .  . .

. . . .

Tr. 2 A I  
.

.  . 

I I .  . . Q. . . . .  Q. . R( ). . . .

Ten. Tbn. 1
E I I I I   . 

Ten. Tbn. 2
E I I I I I I

Bass Tbn.
E I I I I I I

Tuba
E I I I I I I

Perc G I I I I I I

Timp
E I I I I I I

Vln. 1 A
 Q

Q    Q Q     Q  
 Q

 

Vln. 2 A
 Q

Q    Q Q     Q  
 Q

 

Vla. C I I Q
Q.

.
 
.


Q . .

 .


.Q Q   . R   R


Q   

Vcl (unis)
E Q   R   . .  .


. .

 .


.R    .      . R( )

Cb
E


Q
  

Q
 I            

 

 







 

  

MUTE cresc



(cup mute)

 cresc

(straight mute)  cresc



div

arco
R

unison

arco



(pizz)

cresc
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Fl. 1 A I I
. .

. . . .  .
 . .

. . .

   . . Q. . Q Q.  .


.
  Q. . .

Fl. 2 A I I . . . . . .  
.
 . . . 

. Q.

   . Q. . . Q Q.  .


Q.
  

Ob. 1 A I I I 
  Q     




 R.


 .


  .


.


 

Ob. 2 A I I I I I I

Clar. 1 A
SS I I I 

R

Q 


Q.

    Q  R 

 
. . .

Clar. 2 A
SS I I I I Q   

 R. Q.   Q

 . . .

Fag. 1
E

   Q Q  
   I I I 


 

. . .

Fag. 2
E 

    .  I I I I

Cor 1 A 

 Q

  Q  .  I I I I

Cor 2 A I .     I I I I

Cor 3 A I .     I I I I

Cor 4 A I I I I I I

Tr. 1 A


 

      I I I I

Tr. 2 A R

 Q

    Q  I I I I

Ten. Tbn. 1
E

  .

. . . .

I I I I

Ten. Tbn. 2
E I . 

. . . .
I I I I

Bass Tbn.
E I I I I I I

Tuba
E I I I I I I

Perc G I I I I I I

Timp
E I I I I I I

Vln. 1 A
   

 R 
.

.

.

.

.


 

 


   

.

.

.

.

.


 


 

   R  A  

.

.

.

.


.





  
.


.

.

.

.


.

T  
.

R( )

.
 


.

  R
.

R   

Vln. 2 A
   

  I I I I

Vla. C
. 



Q  
I I I I

Vcl (unis)
E

  .R
 I I I I

Cb
E
    .  I I I I



E









 











  

 

 

Desk 1 Div.










arco

E
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Fl. 1 A 

 .


. . Q



R
  R


 


  
 



 Q         

Fl. 2 A R.

 . Q. 


  R


 


  
 



 Q         Q

Ob. 1 A 

 .


. . Q



R
  R


 

  

 


 Q 

      
   

Ob. 2 A  

 


 




   Q      

Clar. 1 A
SS

Q.
 

. .  Q.  R


R
            


  

Clar. 2 A
SS R. R. . . Q .

 Q


 

Q R R

 


 Q R

   
  

      

Fag. 1
E Q. .    




  R( )         Q

Fag. 2
E I Q    R( )       Q

Cor 1 A I   Q  

 

  Q


 

  R                       

Cor 2 A I   R  

 

  Q


 

                         

Cor 3 A I





 R
  


  

  

                         

Cor 4 A I



Q



 



  Q

  

  R                       

Tr. 1 A I 

 

  


 

  


 

  


 

          R                

Tr. 2 A I 
  


  


 

  

  

  


 

  R                        

Ten. Tbn. 1
E I I I 

      Q   Q 

Ten. Tbn. 2
E I I I        Q

  
 

Bass Tbn.
E I I I    .  Q

Tuba
E I I I  R  . 

Q

Perc G I I I I I I

Timp
E I I I I I I

Vln. 1 A R

   I

       
   

Vln. 2 A I R
  

  
 



 Q        

   

Vla. C
.
 

.


. . Q

 


   Q

 
 

 

Vcl (unis)
E I Q


 

  




 

  




 

  


 

 

       Q 

Cb
E
 I Q               Q 

cresc


poco rit

cresc 

cresc 

 cresc 



cresc



 



 
OPEN

 cresc 

 cresc 

 cresc 

 cresc 
OPEN

 cresc 
OPEN

 cresc 

 cresc

sost



 cresc

sost



 cresc 

 cresc


Slung cymbal
soft stick


Tutti


arco

 cresc 



arco

arco

 cresc 
pizz

 cresc

arco


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Fl. 1 A I I 3
2 I I I

. .
. 

Fl. 2 A I I 3
2 I I I . .

.


Ob. 1 A 
 I 32  Q

.Q   
 

   Q      
. 

Ob. 2 A I I 32 I I I I

Clar. 1 A
SS

 .
 3
2  R Q  Q R R( )   R R

    
Q  .



Clar. 2 A
SS

  
.

 3
2      Q R .R( ) 

I I

Fag. 1
E


 

.
 3
2
.

  I I 




Fag. 2
E

   .  3
2 I I I I

Cor 1 A I I 3
2 I I I I

Cor 2 A I I 3
2 I I I I

Cor 3 A .  I 32 I I I I

Cor 4 A .  I 3
2 I I I I

Tr. 1 A I I 32 I I I I

Tr. 2 A I I 32 I I I I

Ten. Tbn. 1
E .  I 32 I I I I

Ten. Tbn. 2
E .  I 3

2 I I I I

Bass Tbn.
E

.  I 32 I I I I

Tuba
E

.
 I 32 I I I I

Perc G   I 3
2 I I I I

Timp
E I I 3

2    I I 
 

Vln. 1 A                
 32  Q

.Q      I  
. 

Vln. 2 A                
 32

 
. 


   I


. 

Vla. C                
 32

.

.

   I      R   

 

Vcl (unis)
E

       
       


 32  Q .Q 

I      
 

Cb
E
  .  32     I I     

Tempo F
Affettuoso con moto

ma piu mosso
()







dolce & sost.

 

 

  
















Slung cymbal
soft stick





 

dolce pizz arco



 

pizz arco



 

pizz

div  

arco

 

dolce pizz

 

arco

 F  pizz
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Fl. 1 A
 

  
       R    Q      I ; I

Fl. 2 A .  
 

 Q  Q  I I ; I

Ob. 1 A
 

 

        I        .

 ; I

Ob. 2 A I I I I I ; I

Clar. 1 A
SS

R  
  I I I I ; I

Clar. 2 A
SS I I I I I ; I

Fag. 1
E .

  .    .   Q.  Q.
  . . .  .  ;

.


Fag. 2
E I I I I I ; I

Cor 1 A I    Q         ; 

Cor 2 A I I I I I ; I

Cor 3 A I I I I I ; I

Cor 4 A I I I I I ; I

Tr. 1 A I I I I I ; I

Tr. 2 A I I I I I ; I

Ten. Tbn. 1
E I I I I     ;

.Q 

Ten. Tbn. 2
E I I I I I ; I

Bass Tbn.
E I I I I I ; I

Tuba
E I I I I I ; I

Perc G I I I I I ; I

Timp
E I I I I I ; I

Vln. 1 A
 

.  I     Q  I   

; .Q 

Vln. 2 A    

  I Q 

Q 
I I ; 

Vla. C
.      Q     Q  Q    Q Q  Q    ; 


Q 

Vcl (unis)
E

Q  
     Q      Q    I ;


  

Cb
E
 I I I I I ;   

rit G ()

Grazioso (slower)
Un poco
meno mosso

 

MUTE  



dolce & sost.

 

Slower
sost


sost



pizz



arco

sost



pizz



(pizz)



(pizz)

G
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Fl. 1 A I Q Q  Q .    I

Fl. 2 A I     .    I

Ob. 1 A I I I I I I I

Ob. 2 A I I I I I I I

Clar. 1 A
SS I I I I I I I

Clar. 2 A
SS I I I I I I I

Fag. 1
E I I

  
 R( )

 
  .

 .

  Q.


  .


  

Fag. 2
E I I I I I I I

Cor 1 A  I I I I I I

Cor 2 A I I I I I I I

Cor 3 A I I I I I I I

Cor 4 A I I I I I I I

Tr. 1 A I I I  


.      

 




 


 

 

Tr. 2 A I I I  


.      

 




 


 

 

Ten. Tbn. 1
E Q    


 




 

Q  Q  . Q   

 
 

 I

Ten. Tbn. 2
E I I I I I I I

Bass Tbn.
E I I I I I I I

Tuba
E I I I I I I I

Perc G I I I I I I I

Timp
E I I I I I I I

Vln. 1 A Q    

 




 


Q 

Q  . Q   .  I I I

Vln. 2 A   

   

 Q     R  
  I

Vla. C Q    

 




 


Q  Q  . Q     R Q .Q 

Q     

Vcl (unis)
E


       





    


 R( )

Q  Q    R( )


 

 


 

 

 

Cb
E
 


        I   


 Q    









CUP MUTE dolce & sost.





CUP MUTE dolce & sost.



sost


arco

 sost

[ 16 ]
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 pizz 

 pizz 


X
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Fl. 1 A
       

  I  .
.

. . R

 



  
 


 R   
  

.       

Fl. 2 A
       R

  I  . R.

. . 

 
R( )

  

R( )
 


   R 

  .       

Ob. 1 A
      Q 


 I I I  


 


  Q


 


 

 R


Ob. 2 A 

     


 I I I I .Q    


 

Clar. 1 A
SS Q      R 


 I I

.

 
.

  
R R


. . . . .

  
R

 



 


 


Clar. 2 A
SS Q      R 


 I I I I

.R. . . . . .  

Fag. 1
E


     R R

  I   . . .

 .


  R 


. . R. . .

   .
  .

 
   

Fag. 2
E


 

   R R
  I I I I

.
 

.
 

   

Cor 1 A I I I I  .


 .

. . R.

   

Cor 2 A I I I I  .

 .


. . .


  

Cor 3 A I I I I I .


. . . Q. . . .

Cor 4 A I I I I I .


. . . R. . . .

Tr. 1 A
Q       


 I I I I I

Tr. 2 A Q       R

 I I I I I

Ten. Tbn. 1
E

      Q 
  I I I I

Q.
 

.
 

.
  

.


Ten. Tbn. 2
E        

  I I I I I

Bass Tbn.
E

Q
      

  I I I I I

Tuba
E 


     R


 I I I I I

Perc G I I I I I I

Timp
E I I I I I

.       

Vln. 1 A .
      


 

  

 


 R   

  R


 


  





 R   .

  Q    

   . . 

Vln. 2 A .
      


 R( )


   R


    

   
  R


  R 


    .

  
 . .



Vla. C I 


 


  


R


    . . . .

  


  R( ) 


 R  R

R.

  I

Vcl (unis)
E I 


 


  





.

 

.
   Q


 R


  R





  R  R.
   I

Cb
E
 I I I I I I



Y





 

 

 

 

 



  

 













 







Hold one hard drumstick on rim of a drum and
strike the drumstick with another hard drumstick





tlllll

arco


arco



Y
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Fl. 1 A

.

   R     Q
  Q    



 R



  Q      Q
   I I

Fl. 2 A .

 

.
  


 



 


 R



. Q. . . Q.
   I I

Ob. 1 A     

 .    Q    


 R



  Q  Q  Q R





R   Q 

Ob. 2 A I Q



  . .   

Q
 

   


 



Clar. 1 A
SS

 R          
.

   
  R      R


  Q  R


 R


R
   

Clar. 2 A
SS

   R 
   R   R    

   I Q  R

 R


R
   

Fag. 1
E   

.
   Q


 



  



     

 R R

  Q


 

Fag. 2
E 

.
  .


 

Q
 


 

R  



   


  


    Q


 



Cor 1 A  .


  Q.




 .



 

 R





 Q

  .

  . . . . .


 .


.


  

Cor 2 A  . 

  Q.




 .



 

 R





 Q

  .


  Q. . . . .


 .


Q .


 

Cor 3 A Q .  Q



 


 Q


 


 Q  Q. . . . Q.


 .


R( ) Q  Q( ).

  

Cor 4 A  .
  


 


 

R

 


 Q .

  I I

Tr. 1 A
      .


  


 Q


 


 
 R

    I 
 

Q

  Q

Tr. 2 A Q .


  I I I 


 

Q  

Ten. Tbn. 1
E   

 R.


  I

Q. . R. . Q. . . . Q.
 

.
 

. .


Q 
  

Ten. Tbn. 2
E 

 Q .
   I

Q. . R. . Q. . . . R.
 

.


 Q. .  R


R   

  

Bass Tbn.
E      Q.


 .


 .


 Q


.

 Q.


 . . . . Q.


 .
 . .

  Q

 



Tuba
E      Q.


 .

 
.



 I I R Q Q Q
Q
  

Perc G I I I I I

Timp
E  


 


.        .        


 




 


.    

  

Vln. 1 A  . 

  Q   

. . .

 R


.
  Q


  Q    Q


    Q


 Q



Vln. 2 A I    R  .


 


R    R    R

   
Q
 Q 



Vla. C I
     R   Q  R  Q    Q


    


Q Q



Vcl (unis)
E  . 


  Q    R   Q

.

 

Q  .

. . . Q.


    Q


 



Cb
E
 I I .


 

Q  . . . . Q.


  .


  I

poco accel

 

sempre accel




 cresc













 



  

 

 

 





 





 

 

 




div





arco
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Fl. 1 A 
Q Q

R  


  


  

 I I  Q. . Q. .  R      

Fl. 2 A 
Q Q

R  


  


  

 I I I
Q    Q R  

Ob. 1 A   


   
Q  


Q  

  . . . .  Q. . Q. .  Q. . Q. .  R      

Ob. 2 A


 


  

 R





 





 I I . R   Q. . . .  R  

  


Clar. 1 A
SS   R


Q 
   R 

   
    .    

 .    R Q .    R  Q         

Clar. 2 A
SS   R


Q 
   R 

   
   

.    
 .R    Q  .R    Q    Q R   R R  

Fag. 1
E 

R Q

  

 Q  
   


.R    

 .     
.    Q  


     

Fag. 2
E 


R Q

R





 Q  

   
 .      .      .R       

     

Cor 1 A  R





 Q    Q

    I .
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