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Peter Tranchell (1922-93) was a composer, Precentor of Gonville & Caius College, Cambridge and Lecturer in Music

at the University of Cambridge.

Festive Overture was written in 1966 for Peter Marchbank and the Basingstoke Musical Society Orchestra (now the

Basingstoke Symphony Orchestra), and was first performed in the Haymarket Theatre, on Saturday 14th May 1966.

Well received, it was repeated the following year.  Apparently, the marking con amore (b. 149) caused consternation

among the elderly viola players, who had never been faced with such an instruction before.

A recording by the BBC Concert Orchestra, conducted by John Wilson, was released on the 2010 Dutton Vocalion CD

John Ireland: Orchestral songs and miniatures.

Being the son of one of PAT's organ scholars, Norman Harper, I first encountered the former's music on the latter's

copy of the 1985 LP Music from Caius, then the Festive Overture on the CD mentioned above.  Fortunate to have access

to the typeset full score, I completed the arrangement for organ as a 2020 lockdown project and, noting the composer's

centenary year, first performed it as part of the Ripon Cathedral Summer Organ Festival on 5th July 2022.

Having originally transcribed the work in my own personal house style, I have produced this edition to encourage

more performances through its more user-friendly clefs and stave size; happily, the requirement for A3 format allows

identical pagination with the masochist's edition, whose line breaks are deliberately matched to those of the printed

orchestral full score (should you wish to check my work).  In either edition, a copy of the first page of music, sellotaped

into the score to make the first three pages visible at once, should facilitate a performance without the need of a page-

turner.  This pagination also makes the page breaks correspond with the major section breaks, thus aiding an

appreciation of the music's structure.

The arrangement is intended for an English romantic organ equipped with solo reed options and playing aids.  Crisp

chorus work is vital, as is a knowledge of which stop changes an instrument can accomplish cleanly during rapid

changes of dynamic.  Though full (61/32) compasses would be ideal, provision is made for satisfactory performance on

58/30 (otherwise I wouldn't be able to play it at Ripon).  Following consulation with the original conductor, I can

suggest an abridged performance of bb. 1-108, 262-end for shorter recital programmes, as an encore or voluntary, or

indeed for a more gradual learning process.

Finally, I would like to express my thanks to John Gwinnell and Crispin Flower for allowing me the privilege of access

to the scores; also to them and to Peter Marchbank for much expert advice and encouragement in the preparation of

this score, and to all at the Peter Tranchell Foundation for the necessary permissions to perform and publish it:

https://peter-tranchell.uk .

Tim Harper

Ripon, July-August 2022
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-
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.
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∑
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