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DRAMATIS PERSONAE (in order of appearance)
KNIPP, house-boy to Sir Robert (baritone)
SUSAN, my Lady Asymptote’s maid: a frolicsome piece (mezzo soprano)

SARAH, orphan ward to Sir Robert, who would wed her to Sir Peter so that the
debt might be paid from her inheritance (contralto)

LADY ASYMPTOTE, suspicious, and rightly, of her husband’s predilections (soprano)

SIR ROBERT ASYMPTOTE, a pompous knight and a would-be playwright: although a
jealous husband, he is secretly given to amours (baritone)

SIR PETER PARALLEL, a gallant, in debt to Sir Robert (tenor)

MR. HONEYWOOD, an actor and the proprietor of a playhouse, at which Sir Robert would
have his play performed (bass)

The Scene is the principal chamber in the London house of Sir Robert Asymptote during the late
Seventeenth Century.

Sir Robert fancies himself as a philanderer and a playwright, but his wife is watchful and his play

is pitiful. If he had money to hand, he could induce someone to perform the play, but he has lent a

large sum to Sir Peter Parallel and cannot get it back. His ward, Sarah, is an heiress, but her inheritance
is out of reach until she comes of age or gets married. Should she marry Sir Peter, Sir Peter’s debt could
be paid and Sir Robert’s play could be promoted.

Sir Robert therefore gives a party in the hope that Sir Peter will offer for Sarah, and Mr Honeywood, the
actor-manager, will offer for the play. But things turn out differently. Sir Robert puts his foot down, only
to relent when he is assured that his objectives may be gained in another way.

In the Introduction, Knipp, the house-boy, refers to the old rhyme: Once a miss, twice a kiss, three times
a letter, four times something better; upon which the plot is loosely hung.

Susan, the housemaid, finds an anonymous letter of assignation. Is it for her? Is it from Sir Robert? She
hides it in a bowl of flowers - where Sarah promptly finds it.

“Twice a Kiss” was written for St. Catharine’s College Cambridge, where it was performed at the May
Week Concert on Friday 10 June 1955. The Music Director was David Epps and the organist was the
former Organ Scholar Peter Le Huray.

Maurice Holt was a member of the college and already a favourite collaborator of Tranchell’s.

For the revival at Cambridge ADC Theatre, 3-6 March 1982, the cast was:
KNIPP — John Glover

SUSAN - Joanna Maggs

SARAH - Nicola-Jane Kemp

LADY ASYMPTOTE - Fiona Stuart-Wilson
SIR ROBERT ASYMPTOTE — Simon Crookall
SIR PETER PARALLEL — Richard Craddock
MR HONEYWOOD - Christopher Purves
Piano — Mark Warman

Electronic organ — Ian Moore

Musical Director — Michael Law

Director — John Bratherton

More information, including libretto and score:
https://peter-tranchell.uk/music/works/twice-a-kiss

Published in 2025 by The Peter Tranchell Foundation.



TWICE A KISS

Maurice Holt Peter Tranchell

Allegro di Molto [J = 160]
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*[Note from PAT: "The organist should choose timbres which are as orchestral as possible."]
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Knipp speaks the Prologue: >
"Whereas the art of opera can create
A work that’s fit for any gourmet’s plate,
The author and composer humbly wish
To offer you a much more trivial dish.
Theirs is a tale occasioned by a letter,
Proceeding, through a kiss, to something better.
The composer begs that you forgive it if
The music sounds a little bit derivative.
The author craves your pardon for a plot so thin;
And both now bid me leave you, that we may begin."
[Exit Knipp]
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tempo primo
[Sarah holds out the musical box, but
Susan has the letter in one hand
behind her back. She contrives to drop

51,\ the letter in the rose-bowl.] [Susan takes the musical box and goes.]
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[Sarah takes up the letter]
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[Sir Robert succeeds in catching Susan and kissing her.

She does not scream.]
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(slightly sneering)
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709 poco rit. a tempo
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[While Sir Robert isn't looking, Sir Peter
manages to catch the end of Lady A's wrap,
and in spite of her tugging,
he deprives her eventually of it altogether.]
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797 [Knipp remains to serve drinks]
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(Fez or turban, and Oriental kimono.)
[Mr H. now looks like a Sultan.]
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(A red head-scarf, earrings,
a belt stuffed with pistols.)
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[And finally a false nose. Mr H. now stands

revealed as himself]

2

)
AN
cresc.

:

7o_:£

e

o

| =" o |

1/

bhig

oy,

foxele 2
o/

i
e b
[ - Tl |

|

be _

&

Pe—

>

-0
>

i

TN e N\

|
T

(A false beard.)

>
8

824

=
°
o

| I

loco

>-

[Mr Honeywood bows deep.]
e
.
o0 o o0 |
I I

) & 4
o o 4

-
—

H 0
ey e 1 & )
I I

1T QI
L E =4
=
e pu A ) ]
s CESIE
AL \f}

| |
Y
—2
e ——
ﬁ" o }
e —
=
I

Wl

P
=
1]
1”4
T

—
1/
14

7

[Sarah is evidently impressed.]
o
I

g
ANIVJ \.
)
>
827
[
)’ A
i~
A\IVJ
)
©):
V4

Pf.

82

~



83

a piacere [Knipp puts down the costumes, etc., fills glasses with ale
832 ; . and hands them round on a tray.]
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[Sir Robert tries on the false nose and turban. He is greatly amused by Mr Honeywood's paraphernalia.]

83; Lady A- A A A A A A A A A A A t? A
N == s s
1
D) . . .
Mis - ter Hon - ey - wood, you would be more wel-come if you did
(smiling ingratiatingly, yet acidly)
A (colla voce) .
&t ’ '
© 1 ,ﬂ |"
D) ho ve e
>
Pf. mf P
> L\,. |
%18 L 1)
Sk & b
I

not en-cour-age my hus-band'spredi - lec-tion for the-at-ricals. Hehastime for no-thing else.

X

o
he

(™ I a WY Lo
. D bt
|4 L F
|
1

Pf.

p——
| R\ | 1EEE
p—
x|
Y|

Lvi uy

N
. y
LY
ERi=w
X

\

842 Mr Honeywood: —8—— 3 ——3—

\ A A A A N N I
MrH [ m——w—e—m @: o e e . . . S—
V4 |V 4 ’I/

L4 L4
Fie,mam, an ac-tor's is an ex - ac-ting pro-fes-sion! It requiresan out-lay not

ul )
~N
~Nele

N

Pf.




fe’

e |
7 2 T s IR 5 RV
3 i | 3 = S uN ~ 2 x|
e - = 5
n.mJ B w\l [ 1NN aW.v Q) 0 o un
ER ~d ¢ 01 TTT®-A N 7] ki LN = N1 N
Ex3 | S N
o o e pr.an
N ] ~d k)
1 «© N ® N
KN un = T o) Ay 0 |
. P L ™ g ™| -emaN | B >
~ B8 O A = = [ N o
| S o EXSECT eSS D> Baa ° N
i NN m S, N
Ne'0 o - Ere
= |
. P o L
| I” SN Ar [ JEEN ~¢ ~¢ LY hmwv. — b ~¢
Y | i e Aty °
M 4 I =
H 9 T O Pam < by [ a8 N
= o N o N N ftp b W 2t
| q e = = EXd EES Ny N N
3 K=y . Rk L Y
dd ol m’ N LT « I n d .u“
| (Y iy &8 1 Pam i
S 3 & 8 i) 5 i) o ¢ uuﬂ. = N L |3
? 1 et | &5 HHT 8 S 1
< | |2 | ™ 8 (Y W |G s
1)) o o | x|l | 4o iyt | % 4 )]
Sy | q ™ BB .RN‘ an Lv Fwvy 7] N L] AP
s || g o & \. . 11 h= oy
- [ s = JHH PN , ER L 5 A1
L —o S e (e . ) L L LoIDLK
wn E=H 1T .mv \[ | |+ . A~ S 4 o
ol o g k) N L) >
Lt Q@ 4= . 1 v S Evs Azt )
e . . 2 3
n g w N1 N1 ¢ ~d Pan O Pin F @ FH b
i) 7] = Ne Ne e N n,“
D s F N~ S| el i M A
11 ! Lm = EES
[ ™ ﬂ . ™
S 2 = 0 A L " " >~ E ].55 .uﬁbhm\r 3
N 1S) . m nR \ 2 St
| = AN A e [ n o N Y g
N =] < A% ! ;
| = Qo q . < .
E=d g (1 < | JNEE ~¢ ~¢
> 'Y iy MY
ﬁ LH . A~ ™
« - o
0 NS il (2N | a2 [ el
L B i 1 1 w Yo S EX SRS
, s vy g
h @ =} ’
0 5 Ess ™ 11
5 Brq ~G k) (YR
\| nV.v Q Y o
4 bt o o Y
N O 1 ‘L
> =
.M... . o . %, . ; %, B uo A S ||
T L N T L 4 2 \1H r
S ! s Sh S s 5\ ¢
~ < N Y ~ o . s . ) d . q
3 ncalllO) N3 n el W) S o\ I . 00 o
°o] ') o
N N—— AN——
T S & i S & i S &
$— ~ L]



85

854

he

1
Q Pa
.Jhb ﬂ. tHV' L oM - l " ”
{ L] . 1
H il M m * W\\ \m \m" 1} A =Y
) . uH\I .\Hm- % 9 s . . hefl R
m G G & \AT @ ..nn.V === __.me " I\
Pa Y 0
2| F o ARy | g (oLl -qall oy 80,
— —_a I
g - - K S Mw A
-~ Un R LN n - ' ) = = Y
+~ r ) T . | | . 1] 1 L
Zoamn e | NS I JI ST | e 3 moE
' AL < 770 QR oo allel SN | L
— ™NOP kn:d& TTe m ol 10|10 ol el m m_ﬂ.._un 5 uﬂ L m EESg: ﬁ S
m L ¥ o 1kdi o / Rt [ [
/ vy
3 N o
> o ,/ o TN = A S AQLLIg oA
~¢ [ AN > AN ~ ~¢ 1]
L) G i L) ~d
Ll | N
) ﬂu i A y .4l N
< i . .
E 0N .v? o Lt han ™ g0 g0 N
= i N N -4 on & SN a
k= W o b = - =& ]
© T \ax kN ’ TR | b hah . = ey = ..
n 2 o) \U o110 A h.qu' « N @ olp o0 « - L.u_.Dy
Q ;mul L =
‘_.hbr B = uw l. _
3 L o SL YHE ey YA 1
< o ~ = ~ = 8 o el
m ~G mMmur m ™ ...M.uv m -4 « m .
y Y 1 ™ , 1 ° . +2 X
= ﬂ e __ > 8 TR saa i | &
& /Pw > 2 -y = 5. NN R I
S o L < S =) o] -eull] Ve E=
< o N o < 3w 9 —
= ? z s 9 W o | w
= T = w S = N A
Hu. = L SR W S olbagl0S s allla gall -
— — HEL 0
9| - SEYH U
s 2 = M < 0 g |19k 99 w
r, i 1 il i _ Il
- T « i e T
N ® ~ N N 4 2
a8, AL M oy oy >
N S e N N ~ .Mm\uy ¢ A | G [
2 ) \ f b «
i / i \ h N | 18 ~¢
, < N ﬁ o o
0] o JINCWNTT® = =
B un ¢ 5\ M BN L3 I 0 AU 9|10 i JRLIRL . =eN
| h -
(5] olo olo
N AN 2 &) < N NP 4 3EN NP & N 6D
N——— N——— N ——— ——— S —
o o & o &

Mr H
~

Mr H.
~

Mr H



86

Mr H.
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[Mr H. strikes a pose.]
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Tempo (Larghetto)
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934 accel.
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Sir R.

Mr H.

Pf.

\

Mr H.
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337 a tempo

Sir Robert:
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7 Q [ <) ] |9 ] ] | 4 | 4 A
S S —7—¥
What play was that, Sir?
_q-: Y \ T \ \ A T y X0 y X0 (V] (V] & &
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Sir Peter: Tempo primo (/) = 138)

944 (concealed) (ma a piacere)

— (to Lady A.) —3— N

°): - - - - L i —
HowdoIget a-way?
Sir Robert:
(turning shar
": bl - - - 4 - 4 =
7 % & #ﬁ 7
—. What was
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7 I 4

~
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D) - Y Tempo primo,
#p colla voce
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. R ae b . colla voce
O - N /] A - Juaf TTH . N
hdl O T - e/ o Ne o ) & & 1] & Mc)= Ve o/ §- 4 -
4 - I I d i JA @ HAI ) JA / 'II A JA 4 / [ 7 d I JART 4
ﬁg- ' - o f® =
# 8.

942 Lady Asymptote: .
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I said,_ "let us |start with the play"!
',l: ﬁf ¢ = - 2 i\) i\) g %
] 4—‘—‘—“!'7-4-
that? Ve - ry well!
[Sir Robert signals to Knipp to issue copies of the play.
Everyone disposes of their glass of liquor.

952 Mr Honeywood receives the first copy, which he peruses.]
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956 Sir Robert: —3—
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262 molto rit. a tempo Lady Asymptote:
Lady A. | = - =
ANV,
o
Sir Peter:
molto rit. (from behind screen)
SirP. |IFFE = - - 1) 7 — > _ -
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b o b
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Sarah: .
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980 Sir Robert: > .
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Sir R.

Pf.

Sir R.
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\
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987 Knipp: te ’; - [Knipp holds up a recorder]
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(In tempo)
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Here, Sir, it says "Ex-it."
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(relieved!)

(aside)
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Both Lady A & Sir Robert make to move the screen.

But Sir Robert has put down his script, & has

both hands free.
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He will be tried,and

- tin-ue,mam!
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[Sarah goes & moves screen

_50;9? L assisted by Mr Honeywood.]
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[Lady A falls into Sir Robert's arms, hoping to create a diversion. Sir Peter slips out from behind the
screen and escapes through the door.]
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1105 Takes a script and hands it open to Sir P.]
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[Sarah & Mr H. extricate
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5128 cresc. [Enter Susan]
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So [that's it!
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[Susan holds up letter]
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Lady Asymptote:
1300 Meno Mosso (J = 138) up (to Sir Robert)
- —3—
:»th' — - 1 — i —— ——— -
[ £anY I [ 1] ] 1] 1] 1] = =
b —v7v7—v v |
That's it! Quite anar-row es-cape, Sir!
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ANV 1 ha
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Sir Robert:
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Inyour future trans-ac-tions, kind-ly leave your mark, as I nowleave mine!
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Menu Mosso (J = 84)
[Sir Robert seizes Knipp, and bends him across his knee, & proceeds to spank him rhythmically.
Meanwhile, Sarah, Mr H, Lady A and Sir P appear to have a quick whispered confabulation,

and agree on some plan of action.]
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Allegro (/) = 138)
[Mr Honeywood whispers in Sir Robert's ear.]
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[Mr Honeywood moves away. Sir Robert
looks pleased, but only for a moment.
Sir Peter whispers into his other ear.]
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[She whispers in his ear.]
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Moderato (J = 84)

Sir Robert:
1339 [Lady A stands back. (to Lady A) (to Mr Honeywood)
Sir Robert gets up.] —38— —8— —3—
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1361 poco rit. a tempo
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Allegro (J = 120)
(No faster)

[Lady A puts her arm in Sir Robert's

& pats him soothingly]
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ANV, | 4 "4 I "4 7/ "4 7/ 1/ I I I 7/ 1/ I 1/ 1/
o f f 14 f 4 4 f T T 4 4 f 4 r
Goodad-vice willsuf-ficetho'stu|- pi - di - ty of-tende -|niesthefact reasonknowsno de-
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allarg. Moderato (J = 80)
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Knipp (spoken):
"I told you so!"
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