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ESSAY 

Write an essay on one of the f o l l o w i n g s u b j e c t s : 

1. Consider t h i s statement: 
'There a r e , i n f a c t , three d i s e a s e s from which r e l i g i o u s music 

can s u f f e r : the d i s e a s e of v i r t u o s i t y , which o v e r - e l a b o r a t e s the 
technique of composition and so tends to l o s e s i g h t of i t s meaning; 
the d i s e a s e of t h e a t r i c a l i s m which over-emphasizes the meaning a t 
the expense of tr u e d i g n i t y and rev e r e n c e ; and the d i s e a s e of 
s e n t i m e n t a l i t y , which enervates the meaning by r e l a x i n g i t i n t o a 
s o f t and f a c i l e p r e t t i n e s s , unworthy a l i k e of the s i n c e r i t y of r e l i g i o n 
and of the c h a s t i t y of a r t . A l l these may be s u c c e s s i v e l y i l l u s t r a t e d 
a t three c r i t i c a l p e r i o d s i n the h i s t o r y of E n g l i s h church m u s i c ' 
('Church Music' - W. H. Hadow, 1926) 

2. Examine developments i n hymnody over the p a s t t w e n t y - f i v e y e a r s . 

3. D i s c u s s the c o n f l i c t of l i t u r g i c a l s t r u c t u r e and musi c a l form. 

4. The Royal School of Church Music was founded f i f t y y e a r s ago 'to 
encourage the study, p r a c t i c e , and improvement of music, speech, 
and such other matters as are r e l e v a n t to the seemly conduct of the 
s e r v i c e s of the Church'. To what extent do you thi n k the RSCM has 
caused an improvement i n standards, and how do you reckon i t s 
standing today? 

5. To what extent does church music r e f l e c t the s p i r i t of i t s age? 

C a r o l s . 

7. The i n f l u e n c e of the organ. 

8. 'The c u l t of the Baroque Organ' i s a ret r o g r a d e t r e n d . 

9. Voice production and the c a t h e d r a l o r g a n i s t . 


